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it could be adapted to the needs of the German mentality
and laying special stress upon the teaching of French. This
is indeed, a special feature in the schools under considera-
tion, where the girls really master the French tongue,
speaking and reading it fluently by the time they have
finished their studies. The teaching is scientific, with
phonetics in the lower classes, much gramophone practice,
and a special system of charts, invented by one of the nuns,
to develop the French inflection of voice and the intonation
so utterly unnatural to the German vocal organs.
Since 1912, Blumenthal has been coming into closer
contact with the general trend of national education, and
now follows the suggestions or Rjchtlimen'1 issued for the
guidance of German schools. After the War the girls began
taking public examinations, at first externally, but since the
recognition of the different departments, internally under
the supervision of an academic board.
The classes of the 'Lyceum begin with the Sexta (ten years
old), and go up through the Quinta, Quarta^ 1Jndertertiay
Obertertia, to the Untersehtnda. After this come the three
classes of the dreijdhrige Frauenschule or the Oberlj^eum,
named in either case the Obersekunda, the Unterprima, and
the Oberprima.
The girls leaving after the first year of Frauenschule get
a certificate which enables them either to continue their
studies in the Oberly^eum or to train for such careers as
teachers in nursery schools or kindergarten or for some
branch of technical work.
The studies are planned on a system of correlation or
concentration, reminiscent of Herbart, a system which, if
not pushed too far, gives life and unity and family spirit to
1 "BJcbtKmen fur die Lebrplane der boheren Schuhn Vreussens (Weidmann, Berlin,
1925).